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To combat inflation and to help airports
meet increased capital needs, the FAA Reau-
thorization Act of 2007 would increase the
Passenger Facility Charge (“PFC”) cap from
$4.50 to $7.00. According to FAA, if every air-
port currently collecting a $4.00 or $4.50 PFC
raised its PFC to $7.00, it would generate ap-
proximately $1.1 billion in additional revenue
for airport development each year. H.R. 2881
also provides significant increases in AIP fund-
ing for smaller airports, which are particularly
reliant on AIP for capital financing.

SMALL COMMUNITIES

The FAA Reauthorization Act of 2007 re-
jects the Administration’s proposal to cut fund-
ing for the Essential Air Service (“EAS”) pro-
gram by more than one-half, to $50 million,
and instead increases the total amount author-
ized for EAS each year from $127 million to
$133 million (including $50 million derived
from overflight fees).

To improve the quality of air service re-
ceived by EAS communities, the bill author-
izes the Secretary to incorporate financial in-
centives into EAS contracts based on speci-
fied performance goals. In addition, to encour-
age increased air carrier participation in the
EAS program, the bill authorizes the Secretary
of Transportation to enter into long-term EAS
contracts that would provide more stability for
participating air carriers.

In contrast to the Administration’s proposal
to sunset the Small Community Air Service
Development program on September 30,
2008, the bill extends the Small Community
program through FY 2011, at the current au-
thorized funding level of $35 million per year.

ENVIRONMENT

Being ever mindful of the obstacles that the
United States still faces in trying to expand our
airport capacity through infrastructure improve-
ments, and balancing the needs of airport
neighborhoods, the FAA Reauthorization Act
of 2007 contains several environmental-related
provisions, including a phase out of noisy
stage 2 aircraft over the next five years; a pilot
program for the development, maturing and
certification of continuous lower energy, emis-
sions and noise engine and airframe tech-
nology; as well as a program to fund six
projects at public-use airports to take prom-
ising environmental research concepts into the
actual airport environment to demonstrate the
reduction or mitigation of aviation impacts on
noise, air quality or water quality in the airport
environment. In addition, the FAA is directed
in this bill to establish a pilot program at five
public-use airports to design, develop, and test
new air traffic flow management technologies
to better manage the flow of aircraft on the
ground and reduce ground holds and idling
times for aircraft with the goal of reducing
emissions and increase fuel savings.

SAFETY

As to safety, the bill authorizes $570 million
over four years to increase the number of
aviation safety inspectors by more than one-
third. The bill also provides robust funding to
address runway safety issues, including $42
million over four years for runway incursion re-
duction programs; $74 million over four years
for runway status light acquisition and installa-
tion, as well as requires FAA to report to Con-
gress on a plan for the installation and deploy-
ment of systems to alert controllers or flight
crews to potential runway incursions. In addi-
tion, the bill would require twice a year inspec-
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tions of foreign repair stations. The very seri-
ous issue of flight crew fatigue is addressed in
the bill by requiring the FAA to contract with
the National Academy of Sciences to conduct
a study on pilot fatigue, and then to consider
the findings of the academy and update,
where appropriate, its regulations with regard
to flight time limitations and rest requirements
for pilots. Importantly, H.R. 2881 also directs
the FAA to initiate long-overdue action to en-
sure crewmember safety by applying occupa-
tional health standards onboard aircraft.

Finally, two very important issues will be
considered during the Committee markup as
amendments to the bill: the first will address
the ongoing dispute between the National Air
Traffic Controllers Association (“NATCA”) and
the FAA over failed contract negotiations by
establishing a new dispute resolution proce-
dure and requiring the parties to go back to
the negotiating table; the second will address
the disparate treatment of employees of ex-
press delivery companies under our nation’s
labor laws. Adoption of these amendments will
go a long way toward restoring collective bar-
gaining rights to this critical workforce.

Madam Speaker, this is a bill that will keep
our skies safe and our passengers moving
well into the future.

————

THE U.S.-KOREA FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2007

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, on Saturday,
June 30, the United States and the Republic
of Korea are expected to sign a Free Trade
Agreement, the result of months of negotia-
tions between our two countries. After the
agreement is signed, Congress will have an
opportunity to comprehensively review it, an
opportunity that | wholeheartedly welcome.

The U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement
holds both substantive and symbolic impor-
tance. for nearly a million Korean Americans,
a large number of whom are my constituents,
New York is home to many businesses, large
and small, which focus on trade between the
United States and the Republic of Korea.

The governments of our two countries did
not pursue this agreement without the encour-
agement and input of several important orga-
nizations. Among these were the U.S.-Korea
FTA Business Coalition, the U.S.-Korea and
Korea-U.S. Business Councils, the American
Chamber of Commerce in Korea and the Fed-
eration of Korean Industries. | would also like
to recognize the efforts of my good friends at
the Korea International Trade Association with
whom | had the pleasure of meeting its Chair-
man and representatives on several occa-
sions.

Madam Speaker, barely a half century ago,
the Republic of Korea was an impoverished
casualty of imperialism and war; it has now
grown to be the 11th-largest trading nation in
the world. The Republic of Korea is also the
seventh largest trading partner of the United
States, with nearly $80 billion in trade volume
between our counties each year.

Credit for such remarkable development be-
longs in large part to the efforts of private
businesses that saw potential in what cynics
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initially saw as a war-torn “basket economy.”
These businesses today, and the many others
that followed, create jobs, produce desirable
goods and services, offer investment opportu-
nities, and provide mutual benefits in both of
our countries.

Let me emphasize that, for all the obvious
benefits that a free trade agreement between
the United States and the Republic of Korea
will provide, however, the language of any
agreement must be scrutinized carefully to as-
sure that American and Korean labor stand-
ards are upheld, that our environment is safe-
guarded, and that consumers are fully pro-
tected. | am a strong proponent of these im-
portant considerations.

Madam Speaker, | look forward to exam-
ining the text of the proposed U.S.-Korea Free
Trade Agreement and to a productive and in-
formative discussion about it in the weeks and
months to come. | welcome the anticipated
signing of the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agree-
ment this Saturday and encourage my col-
leagues to offer their own expressions of wel-
come and support for this historic event.

————

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 27, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2829) making ap-
propriations for financial services and gen-
eral government for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2008, and for other purposes:

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, | support the
Miller-Sanchez amendment to H.R. 2829, the
Financial Services and General Government
Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2008. The
Miller-Sanchez amendment would prohibit
OMB from using the funds appropriated in this
bill to implement Executive Order 13422.

Executive Order 13422 was issued on Janu-
ary 18, 2007. The Administration’s rationale
for this Executive Order, which amends Exec-
utive Order 12866, is that it will improve the
way the government does business. What this
Executive Order really does is to create new
opportunities for politicization and delay in the
regulatory process and make it harder for
agencies to take virtually any action.

This Executive Order makes a significant
change in policy by giving OMB authority over
agency guidance documents. Agencies issue
guidance for a variety of reasons such as pro-
viding safety warnings or helping the public
understand how to comply with a particular re-
quirement. Agencies will now have to get
OMB approval of any guidance document that
is considered “significant.” This means that
OMB will have the opportunity to second-
guess the decisions of agency experts and
that agencies will be delayed in, or blocked
from, getting important information out to the
public.

Executive Order 13422 also requires agen-
cies to designate a presidential appointee as
a “Regulatory Policy Officer” who will have
significant authority. Unless specifically author-
ized by the agency head, an agency cannot
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“commence” a rulemaking without the ap-
proval of the Regulatory Policy Officer. This
means that a political appointee will be in the
powerful position of vetoing or indefinitely de-
laying a rule, even when the rule is needed to
carry out Congress’ directives. This will slow
down agency action even further and invite
the politicization of agency decisions.

Executive Order 13422 will make it harder
for agencies to issue common sense safe-
guards to protect health, safety, and the envi-
ronment. With the Miller-Sanchez amendment,
Congress is sending the message that this is
not a good way to govern. | urge my col-

leagues to support the Miller-Sanchez
amendment--.

————
INTRODUCTION OF THE

OSTEOPOROSIS EARLY DETEC-
TION AND PREVENTION ACT OF
2007

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2007

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, today | am reintroducing bipartisan
legislation, the Osteoporosis Early Detection
and Prevention Act of 2007, along with my
friend and colleague from West Virginia.

This important bill will ensure that individ-
uals at high risk for osteoporosis have access
to screening tests for the disease. The
Osteoporosis Early Detection and Prevention
Act of 2007 will require private insurance
plans to cover bone mass (bone density)
measurement testing for those at risk for de-
veloping the disease.

Approximately 44 million Americans suffer
from osteoporosis or are at risk of developing
it, and 80 percent of those at risk are women.
Every year, there are 1.5 million bone frac-
tures caused by osteoporosis. Half of all
women and one-fourth of all men, age 50 or

older, will suffer a bone fracture due to
osteoporosis.
Since there is no known cure for

osteoporosis, the most effective way to reduce
the prevalence and cost of the disease is
through prevention and early diagnosis. As a
result, bone mass measurement tests are cru-
cial to early detection because ordinary x-rays
do not detect osteoporosis until the disease is
so advanced that 25 to 40 percent of bone
mass has been lost.

Osteoporosis is a disease that has no
symptoms and usually remains undiagnosed
until a fracture occurs. | am pleased to intro-
duce a bill that requires private health insur-
ance plans to cover a bone mass measure-
ment test for qualified men and women who
are at risk for developing osteoporosis. Bone
mass measurement is a non-invasive, painless
and reliable way to diagnose osteoporosis be-
fore costly fractures occur. | believe this legis-
lation will make a huge difference in defending
men and women from osteoporosis.
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HONORING MICHAEL J.
CZOPKIEWICZ, EAGLE SCOUT

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2007

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor an outstanding constituent of my dis-
trict, Michael J. Czopkiewicz, who will achieve
the high rank of Eagle Scout on July 7th. Mi-
chael, a senior at Brother Rice High School,
has demonstrated great dedication and com-
mitment in the pursuit of this admirable goal.

Joining the Boy Scouts in first grade, Mi-
chael has met every test and challenge to
pass through the six ranks of the Boy Scouts.
Those aspiring to be Eagle Scouts must fulfill
requirements in the areas of leadership, serv-
ice, and outdoor skills. To demonstrate pro-
ficiency in certain Scoutcraft skills, each Boy
Scout must achieve merit badges in the areas
of First Aid, Citizenship in the Community, En-
vironmental Science, Personal Fitness, Family
Life, and many more.

As Michael passed through the ranks, he
learned the important life skill of self-evalua-
tion through his participation in Scoutmaster
conferences. At these conferences, Michael
took time to evaluate his past performances
and look to the future to create new goals. He
also demonstrated the worthy qualities of re-
sponsibility and maturity by holding leadership
positions within his troop and participating in
service projects.

Michael's hardworking nature also extends
outside the Boy Scouts. By working three jobs
during the summer and one job during school,
Michael has demonstrated his ability to suc-
cessfully take on a variety of responsibilities.
As a hardworking intern in my district office,
Michael shows great interest in civic affairs
and the betterment of his community.

It is my honor to commend Michael J.
Czopkiewicz for his achievement of the high
rank of Eagle Scout. As a new Eagle Scout,
Michael will join the ranks of fellow Eagle
Scouts like former President Gerald R. Ford.
Michael’s devotion to the Boy Scouts for over
a decade is laudable, and | congratulate him
on his achievement. | thank him for his dedi-
cation to the community, and | know we can
expect great things from him in the future.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 57TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KOREAN WAR

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 28, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 57th anniversary of the Ko-
rean War, also known as the “Forgotten War”,
which began on June 25, 1950. In honor of
this event the Embassy of Korea held a
wreath-laying ceremony at the Korean War
Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC, on
June 25, 2007.

As a decorated Korean War veteran | am
proud that this ceremony has taken place to
honor the brave soldiers that served and gave
their lives while fighting this war. A conflict that
started as a civil war became a war between
21 nations that served under the United Na-
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tions against communist North Korea. As a re-
sult of this 3-year war the United States lost
about 33,741 casualties. But, this anniversary
is not only about recognizing the American
solders that were lost in this war, it is also a
time to recognize the British, Australians,
South Africans and the brave soldiers from
other nations that served in this war, as well
as, the families of these soldiers whose loved
ones made the ultimate sacrifice.

| commend the organizers of this event for
their efforts to coordinate this special cere-
mony. Although this war is known as the “For-
gotten War” lets make sure that it is not for-
gotten. This wreath-laying ceremony and other
events commemorating the anniversary of this
war helps to ensure that our children and their
children will not forget those that fought to pro-
tect our freedom and peace.

| ask my colleagues to join me in paying re-
spect to the men and women who honorably
served our nation in Korea and | urge you to
also take a moment to honor the fallen heroes
of the Iraqg War as we celebrate our Independ-
ence Day next week.

————

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
HOUSE REGARDING THE PUBLIC
SERVICE OF PRIME MINISTER
TONY BLAIR

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID DREIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 25, 2007

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, | want to thank
my friend and colleague Mr. PETER KING for
introducing this important resolution, which |
was proud to cosponsor. | can think of no one
more deserving of being honored by this body
than Prime Minister Blair. For over a decade,
he has proven to be a tremendous friend and
ally of the United States, and we simply can-
not say anything today that would adequately
honor the contribution he has made to his
country, to our country and to the cause of
freedom throughout the globe.

And we know he has not made this great
contribution without significant sacrifice. We
have watched him at times endure an enor-
mous amount of criticism and personal attack
for the principled positions he has taken. But
Tony Blair has steadfastly demonstrated what
true leadership is. It does not always entail
easy or popular choices. It does not always
elicit cheers of support. Leadership in the 21st
century, as we have come to realize, will often
mean taking a very difficult stand against the
enemies of freedom.

| believe that history will regard this prin-
cipled leadership very highly. And as Mr.
KING’s resolution highlights, this leadership
has been exemplified throughout Tony Blair's
entire tenure as Prime Minister. By brokering
the Good Friday Agreement, he has ushered
in a new, peaceful era in Northern Ireland,
bringing together all parties and giving them a
critical role in their own government. He has
been our close ally in every major conflict that
we have faced together—Bosnia, Kosovo, Af-
ghanistan and Iraq.

He was the first foreign leader to visit
Ground Zero after September 11, 2001, and
attended President Bush’s address to the joint
session of Congress 9 days after those tragic
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